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and Holland adopted a new Partition Treaty. This gave the Indies, Netherlands and Spain to the Archduke Charles, the Emperor Leopold's son. France received Lorraine. The national dissatisfaction in Spain with these dispositions produced from the Spanish ambassador in London a remonstrance with the English Government, so peremptory that King William at once handed him his passports. The Spanish monarch promptly retaliated by showing the representatives of Holland and England out of Madrid. Charles was thus left with the ambassador of Louis XIV. as the one foreign diplomatist in his capital. His court had become the scene of factions, conspiracies and intrigues, which here can only be glanced at. One faction had for its centre the queen-mother, a princess of the Austrian house, in her adopted country the champion of her Imperial relatives. In opposition to this group, Cardinal Porto Carrero, Archbishop of Toledo, a worthy predecessor of the prince of Spanish diplomatists, Alberoni, co-operated with the emissary of Louis XIV., Harcourt, the most consummate political strategist and finished courtier of his day, a renowned general in the field, whose diplomacy, social and political, presented an irresistible blend of Parisian wit and Castilian gravity. An Austrian diplomatist, who appeared afterwards on the scene, injured, rather than assisted, the cause of the Empire with the court or the capital. The sick king was in the hands of Porto Carrero. Harcourt was ingratiating, by all the arts of which he was master, himself and the nation he represented, with the Spanish people. Perplexed as to the right be-
queathal of his vast possessions, the King of Spain,
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